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The grackles are back in Texas. These magnificent birds migrate into the region in 
March every year to mate, raise their young and then leave about August. The males are 
jet black with blue highlights in their plumage, about the size of crows; the females are 
smaller and less conspicuous as are most female birds to blend in better when nesting. 
Grackles are very busy, noisy and entertaining birds to watch, especially the males who 
love to show off. It is very entertaining to observe one courting a female; their mating 
ritual is very theatrical and showy. Recently, a lady friend was watching a male grackle 
visit her back yard bird feeder. After eating and feeling his oats, he began showing off in 
front of her in mock courtship dance in a vociferously noisy manner. Or maybe he had a 
thing for her, who knows. She could not understand his exhibitionist display towards her 
until realizing it was a male courtship display to a female. In voyeuristic flavor, she 
enjoyed his charms until he finished then mused about it for a time, flattered. “Too bad 
I’m not a grackle hen, that was some attention they get from their men,’ thought she 
while triangulating the intent towards me. ‘Squawk, Squawk,’ said I, ‘Hmmmph,’ she 
sniffed. In many human tribal customs courtship rituals and dances are still practiced 
today, though these are dying into extinction in favor of Western ways of life that are 
cold, sterile and mostly commercial purchases than traditions with meaning. Perchance, 
that is why courtship, mating and similar rites lack little significance or meaning 
anymore. A large ring, grand wedding, honeymoon and other expensive purchased 
luxuries sold to couples are cold and valueless except to promoters and businesses 
profiting in selling them. Perchance, if people understood the true meaning of courtship 
and mating rituals as do birds and other earthy creatures, it would bring more happy 
memories to her occasion instead of envy, jealousy and unhappiness that plague the 
current practices observed by couples tying the knot. Marriage is pointless in today’s 
throw away, instant gratification era, anyway. What is the meaning in a world where the 
‘used best by’ date on a carton of milk outlasts most relationships. 


